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Amendments to the Claims; 



The below listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 

i 

the application. Support for the amendments to independent claims 1 and 18 is found, inter alia, 
in the specification on page 2, lines 12-13; page 3, line 23, to page 4, line 3; pagej 7, lines 9-16; 
and page 1 1, lines 18-21. Claims 2, 3 S and 22 have been canceled. Claims 4-17 4nd 1 9-21 have 
been amended to correct for formalities including antecedent basis and grammatical errors. No 
new matter has been added. 

Listing of Claims; 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A golf ball faye rcomponent selected from the grodp consisting of a 

i 

core* a cover, and an intermediate layer located between a core and a cover, the golf ball 



component comprising: 

(a) a triblock copolymer havings 

(i) a first polymer block comprising an aromatic vinyl compound, 

(ii) a second polymer block including a first compound seljscted from the 
group consisting o fc omprismg a diene compoun d and a hvdroge^ of 
the diene compound, and 

f iii) a third polymer block including a second compound selected from the 



group consisting of a diene compound, a hydrogenation product qf the diene 



compound, and an aromatic vinyl compound, and 

ftriXiv) sat least one hydroxyl grou p located at a block co p olymer , 



o r a hydrogenation product of the fcrtbtorifc eopdhymer; or mpgtoes thereof ; 

(b) a base polymer; and j 

(c) a polymeric modifier i 



sleeted from the group consisting of; 
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(i) an impact modifier, ot 

(ii) a functionalized polymer , the fimeferafeed polym e r c o nsis t ing o f 

selected from the group consisting of a copolymer orand a terpoljime r havings 

i 

wherein the copolymer includes an end group selected from the aijoup consisting 

j 

of a glycidyl group, ahydroxyl group, amaleie anhydride group, ^ randa 
caiboxylic group, wand the terpolvmer includes an end group selected from the 
group consisting of a slvcidvl groups hydroxy! group, a maleic ^lhvdride sroup. 
and a carboxvlic group, and j 

(iii) mixtures of the impact modifier and the functionalized; polymer. 



Claim 2 (canceled) 



Claim 3 (canceled) 



Claim 4 (currently amended): AThe golf ball tave rcomponent as defined in claim! 1> wherein the 

! 

base polymer compri se smcludes an ionomeiic polymer eompi ' isi n&s elected from the group 

i 

\ 

consisting of copolymeric polymers, terpolymeric polymers, wand mixtures thereof. 



Claim 5 (currently amended): AThe golf ball lave rcomponent as defined in claim 
base polymer coai p mes includes a non-ionomeric polymer. 



1, wherein the 



1, wherein thea 



Claim 6 (currently amended): AThe golf ball faye rcomponent a& defined in claim 

i 

ratio by weight of the triblock copolymer to the base polymer ranges between about 10:90 and 
about 90:10. 
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Claim 7 (currently amended): AThe golf ball ktyc rcomponent as defined in claimSI, wherein thea 
ratio by weight of thetriblock copolymer to the base polymer ranges between ab<))ut 10:90 and 
about 70:30. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): AThe golf ball faye gcomponent as defined in claim]?!, wherein thea 
ratio by weight of thetriblock copolymer to the b ase polymer ranges between abtput 10; 90 and 
about 60:40. 



Claim 9 (currently amended): AThe golf ball favcrcomponent as defined in claimi 1, wherein the 
layer compri se sgolf ball component includes the impact modifier in an amount between about 0. 1 
and about 15 parts per hundred by weight of thea total amount of thetriblock copolymer and the 
base polymer. 



Claim 10 (currently amended): AThe golf ball tevercomponent as defined in claiiji 91, wherein the 

lav er comprisc s golf ball component includes the impact modifier in an amount between about 1 

I 

and about 10 parts per hundred by weight of thea total amount of the triblock copolymer and the 
base polymer. 



Claim 1 1 (currently amended): AThe golf ball fave rcomponent as defined in clairh 
impact modifier is selected from the group consisting of acrylic impact modifier 
acetate, polyaryl ether, acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene, methacrylate-butadiene- 
chlorinated polyethylene, errand mixtures thereof 



l a wherein the 
ethylene vinyl 
e and, 



styrene 



Claim 12 (currently amended): AThe golf ball faye rcomponent as defined in claim 1 1, wherein the 
acrylic impact modifier is selected from the group consisting of methyl raethacryl&te butylacrylate 
styrene, methyl methacrylate ethyl hexylacrylate styrene 7 orand mixtures thereof. 
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Claim 13 (currently amended): AThe golf ball fave rcomponent as defined in clahjn 1, wherein the 
layer comp rise s ^olf ball component includes the functionalized polymer in an amount between 

about 0.1 and about 15 parts per hundred by weight of thea total amount of the tjiblock 

I 

copolymer and the b ase polymer. j 



Claim 14 (currently amended); AThe golf ball feve rcomponent as defined in daifln wherein 
the lay e r comprisc s golf ball component includes the functionalized polymer in an' amount between 
about 1 and about 10 parts per hundred by weight of thea total amount of the t rifoock copolymer 
and the b ase polymer. 

Claim 1 5 (currently amended): AThe golf ball lare r component as defined in clai^n 1, wherein the 
layer eomprts e sgolf ball component includes the polymeric modifier in an amounj less than about 
20 parts per hundred by weight of thea total amount of the triblock copolymer atjd thebase 
polymer. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): AThe golf ball toe rcomponent as defined in claijjn ±5L wherein 
the laver compris e s aolf ball component includes the polymeric modifier in an amount less than 
about 15 parts per hundred by weight of thea total amount of the t riblock copolyjmer and the b ase 
polymer. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): AThe golf ball faye rcomponent as defined in claim 1 7 further 

i 

comprising an ingredient selected from the group consisting of U V stabilizers, pftotostabilizers, 
photoinitiators, co-initiators, antioxidants, colorants, dispersants, mold releasing agents, 
processing aids, inorganic fillers, organic fillers, orand mixtures thereof. 
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Claim 18 (currently amended): A method for making a golf ball favc rcomponenfr 



selected from 



the group consisting_of a core, a cover, and an intermediate layer located between a core and a 



cover, the method c omprising; 

preparing a composition comprising: 
(a) a triblock copolymer having; 

(i) a first polymer block comprising an aromatic vinyl compound, 

(ii) a second polymer block including a first compound selected from the 
group consisting o fe omprismg a diene compound and a hvdrogenfoion product of 
the diene c ompound, and 

fifi) a third polymer block including a second compound selected from the 



group consisting of a diene compound a hvdrogenatioa product df the diene 



compound, and an aromatic vinyl compound, and 

fitrMiv) sat least one hydroxyl grou p located a t -a blo &k c opo lymer., 



sleeted from the group consisting of: 



or a liydi ' ogeiialion product of t he triblock co p olyme r , o r mi x tures the r eo f; 

(b) a base polymer; and 

(c) a polymeric modifier i 

(i) an impact modifier, or 

(ii) a functionalized polyme r, th e flmctionaliz e d - p o lym er cfrnst stiflg of 
selected from the group consisting of a copolymer orand a teipoly^eiijarong^ 
wherein the copolymer includes an end group selected from the giloup consisting 
of a glycidyl group, ahydroxyl group, amaleic anhydride group, tj randa 

carboxylic group, errand the terpolymer includes an end group_seldcted from the 

i 

group, <msjstin^^ group, amaleic anhydride group. 



and a carboxylic group, and 

(iii) mixtures of the impact modifier and the ftmctionalizedlpolymer; and 
incorporating the composition into the golf ball taye rcomponent 
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Claim 19 (currently amended): AThe method as defined in claim 18, wherein thdstep of 
preparing a composition comprises a step of dry-blending the composition. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): AThe method as defined in claim 18, wherein thejstep of 
preparing a composition comprises a step of mixing the composition using a device selected from 
the group consisting of a m ill an internal mixer* o rand an extruder. 



Claim 21 (currently amended): AThe method as defined in claim 20, wherein thelstep of mixing 
the composition comprises melting the composition. 

Claim 22 (canceled) 
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